JACK-BOOT AND PETTICOAT
George and the other members of the Cabinet were convinced
that the time had come to stem the flow of British gold to
Prussia; and Newcastle's advice fell upon, deaf ears. On May I4th
he told George that he thought the time had come for him to
retire into private life. The King replied, as it is said, somewhat
coldly:
Then, my Lord, I must fill your place as best I can.
But it was not until May 26th that the resignation was in the
King's hands! Political power was Newcastle's dearest friend :
he not unnaturally found the parting a hard one.
There is no gainsaying the fact that Newcastle was one of
the most remarkable men of his age. An expert political e boss *
he had kept Whiggery in power during the twenty years which
followed Sir Robert Walpole's fall. He had squandered tens
of thousands of public money in bribery and corruption; and
could boast that not only had he made the fortunes of five
hundred men but that there was not a Bishop in die land who
did not owe his elevation to the episcopacy or translation to
another see to his influence. Yet steeped though he had
been in corruption he had never used his position to enrich
himself; and when he went into retirement his private income,
which had once been .£25,000 a year, had shrunk to less than
^6000 a year. George was aware of the sacrifices which New-
castle had made in the interests of the House of Hanover, and
when the Duke came to take his leave of him he generously
offered him a pension, remarking that in doing so he was only
discharging a debt due from the Crown. Newcastle refused the
offer: he told the King that if his fortunes had suffered by his
loyalty to the House of Hanover and his service to his country
then he was already richly rewarded, and that if he could not
serve his country he would never become a burden on her.
Newcastle's resignation necessitated another re-shuffle of the
Cabinet. Bute took the Duke's place as First Lord of the
Treasury; George Grenville, Bute's as one of the Secretaries
of State; while Sir Francis Dashwood became Chancellor of
the Exchequer. Dashwood's appointment at once raises the
question as to how much say the King had in the making
of it. Dashwood's connection with the Dilettanti Society and
the Hell-Fire Club or Society of the Monks of Medmenham—
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